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SAINT ANTHONY CATHEDRAL BASILICA PILGRIMAGE 

 

Exterior: 

 

Standing before the cathedral, you are greeted by 

Christ the Redeemer blessing the city and the world 

high upon the marble colonnade within the Cathedral 

lower plaza.  This is replica of Gian Lorenzo Bernini's 

celebrated 17th century sculpture of Christus Redemptor 

found above the main entrance of Saint Peter's Basilica 

in Rome.  

 

 The balustrade, designed in the form of opened wide 

arms stretches out to welcome you onto the Cathedral's 

upper plaza where Christ's cross graces you with the 

Divine Spirit of Peace.  During Easter, we remove the 

dove and built our Easter fire in this pit.  From this 

vantage point, you can see the century old statue of 

Saint Anthony greeting you high above the Cathedral’s 

main entrance. Greeting you directly below this image 

is the emblazoned proclamation on the Cathedral's 

facade that you have arrived at the Mater Ecclesia 

(Mother Church) of the diocese of Beaumont and the 

Porta Caeli (Gate of Heaven) for Southeast Texas.  

 

The Left edifice:  St. Anthony of Padua Grotto  

  

While facing the Cathedral's facade, you can see at the 

left a unique sculpture of Saint Anthony feeding hungry 

hearts and hands with Christ's charity. Y.J. Lie, of 

China and Houston, created this original work.   

 

The Bronze doors: 

 

 Eva and Roman Fleszar sculptured the bronze doors.  

They live in Poland near the birthplace of Pope John 

Paul II.   They stand as symbol of Christ; Through 
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Christ, those who have followed the path of holiness 

come to the dwelling place of God.   

 

Depicted on the three bronze doors are the Joyful 

Mysteries, the Sorrowful Mysteries, and the Glorious 

Mysteries of the Rosary.   Mounted on these beautiful 

doors are bronze shepherd staffs.  These staffs 

symbolize the Bishop’s apostolic ministry to watch over, 

protect, and guide the Eternal Shepherd’s flock.  (John 

10).   

 

Framing the Cathedral's main doors are bronze statues 

of the four evangelists:  Saints Matthew, Mark, Luke, 

and John.  

 

To each side of the Cathedral’s entrance are gilded 

windows of the four apostolic patriarchs. The symbols 

of these saints and images of the patriarchal churches:  

St. Peter-Rome  

St. James-Jerusalem  

St. Andrew-Antioch/Constantinople  

St. Mark-Alexandria, Egypt. 

 

 Above this entrance are three antique stained glass 

windows from Munich, Germany: Center window of Pope 

Saint Gregory the Great; Left window of Pope Saint Pius 

X; Right window of St. Cecilia.  

 

Saint Pope Pius X was elected Pope in 1903, the year 

the corner stone of this church was laid.  His motto 

was "To renew all Things in Christ."  He revised the 

Vulgate (original Latin translation of the Bible by St. 

Jerome), reorganized the papal court, and ordered a 

revision of the Psalter and the breviary (book 

containing the hymns, offices and prayers).  

 He urged frequent reception of Holy Communion, 

especially by children and urged Italian Catholics to 

become more actively involved in politics.  He himself 

was very active politically. 
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WELCOME 

 

Welcome to the Mother church of the Diocese of 

Beaumont.  St. Anthony Cathedral is both the home 

church of the Catholic diocese of Beaumont and a vital 

parish.  It serves the city of Beaumont as a center of 

spirituality, culture, and the sacred arts.  It is also 

a historical site.  Its arms are open wide to all that 

seek spirit and life. 

As the Bishop's church, the cathedral belongs to the 

whole diocese of Beaumont.  Here special ceremonies 

draw Catholics from the region; here priests and 

deacons are ordained.  We are glad that you have come 

and hope that your visit will refresh your spirit and 

put you in touch with Our Blessed Lord. 

 

 

 

HISTORY 

 

Although St. Anthony Cathedral itself was begun in 

1903, its roots date back to 1880. To set the stage let 

me refresh your history.  In the late 1800╒s, the Civil 

War ended in 1864, Lincoln has been shot.  Teddy 

Roosevelt is president.  Pope Pius X is Pope.  The 

French & Indian wars are over. In fact, most of the 

Indian wars are over, except for the battle of Wounded 

Knee, which took place in 1890. Texas is a state. 

Beaumont became a town in 1838. The railroads are being 

built and the people are moving west.  The first 

citizens in the area had come here as trappers and for 

the timber industry. It was also an active River port. 

Cattle raising and rice farming and milling had already 

begun.  Father Vital Quinon (Vital Cunon) rode the 

train from Lufkin to serve the Catholics in Liberty, 

Beaumont and Orange in what was called the “Alligator 

Circuit”. Being a missionary Priest in South East Texas 

was no picnic. At one time, some citizens in Orange 

roughed him up.  He returned with a rifle and explained 
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to the citizens that he had been an expert marksman in 

the French army.  He then showed a demonstration of his 

skill. No other trouble was given him.  He encouraged 

the Catholics of Beaumont to build the first church.  

St. Louis church was built on the corner of Orleans and 

Bowie in 1881.  A wooden frame structure would 

accommodate about 300 people. Father Quinon moved to 

Beaumont in 1882 but was still assigned to the same 

mission churches. Mass was only served about once a 

month, sometimes three times. Many of the early 

Catholics were French, Italian, or Irish immigrants.   

 

In 1892, The Bishop of Galveston purchased the property 

bounded by Forsythe, Jefferson, Wall, and Archie (this 

location).  The St. Louis church was moved to the 

location in 1894.  Father J.P.  McSorley followed 

Father Quinon who served the parish until May 1897 when 

Rev. William Lee came to the parish. He spoke Italian 

so was able to speak to the Italian new comers in their 

native tongue. 

 

The Catholic history of Beaumont slowly developed until 

January 10, 1901, the date the Lucas Gusher burst 

forth. It was absolute mayhem! People flooded into 

Beaumont from all over the world.  Fortunes were made 

and lost overnight. People were buying oil leases sight 

unseen. There was no place to sleep, so people slept on 

the streets, on the floors in buildings and on the 

train that ran back and forth to Houston. In January of 

1901, the population of Beaumont was 9000 souls.  By 

March of 1901, it was 30,000.  

 

When things settled down, a lot of those people stayed. 

The small wooden church building could no longer hold 

the numbers lined up to celebrate Mass.  Father Lee 

drew up plans for the new brick structure of Romanesque 

design.  The corner stone was laid in 1903 but not 

completed until January of 1907.  It was dedicated in 

honor of  
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St. Anthony of Padua.  The cost of construction would 

run  $50,000.00.     

 

The church building has undergone many changes though 

the leadership of several pastors.  The first major 

interior restoration took place under Monsignor E.A. 

Kelley in 1937.  Stained-glass windows were installed 

throughout the church, and symbolic oil paintings were 

added behind the altar.  The 2,500 Pipe Wicks Organ was 

donated to the parish in 1942.  

 

Rev. George Black succeeded Monsignor Kelley in 1955.  

Under his leadership, a new high school was built in 

1961 and dedicated in Memory of Monsignor Kelley. 

 

In 1966, the Diocese of Beaumont was formed.  Bishop 

Vincent M.  Harris was the first Bishop of Beaumont. 

St. Anthony Church was designated St. Anthony 

Cathedral, but was never formally consecrated.  Until 

April 28, 1974, when  

St. Anthony Cathedral was dedicated and consecrated.   

In June 1972,  

Father Marvin Enderle was appointed pastor of the 

church.  In 1991, a new cathedral center and chapel-

office complex was dedicated.  In 1995, the parish 

center was built under the leadership of Father Bennie 

Patillo. 

 

Under the leadership of Rev. Jeremiah J. McGrath, 

current Pastor-Rector, the repair on the historic 100-

year-old building began in spring 2001.  In 2002 the 

Most Reverend Curtis J. Guillory, S.V.D., D.D., fifth 

Bishop of Beaumont, initiated plans to renovate the 

interior worship space so that the cathedral would 

conform to church documents governing worship space and 

so that the cathedral's architecture would reflect its 

position as the Mother Church of the Diocese.  Repairs 

and renovation took four years.  It was rededicated on 

October 17, 2004  
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In July of 2006 St. Anthony Cathedral was named a Minor 

Basilica because of the Liturgical, Pastoral, Historic, 

and Artistic excellence. 

 

A Basilica is a church given a special title by the 

Pope, usually to recognize architectural excellence or 

ecclesiastical significance.   The word "basilica" is 

Latin, meaning "great hall," derived from the meaning 

"hall of the king."   Popes have named minor basilicas 

since the 16th century.   

 

A cathedral is the bishop's church, the mother church 

of a diocese or archdiocese.  The word "cathedral is 

derived from  "cathedra", the name for the bishop's 

chair or seat from which he hands down church teaching.  

A cathedral, then, could also be a basilica, but a 

basilica is not necessarily a cathedral 

St. Anthony Cathedral Basilica is one of 4 Basilicas in 

Texas and one of 12 Cathedral Basilicas in the U.S. 

 

 

THE NAVE 

 

We are standing in the Nave. Cathedrals are built in 

shape of cross.  

(Nave is the Long arm of the cross. Cross arms are 

called the transept)  

 

Baptismal Font Made of granite and gold leaf, the 

baptismal fount in the form of a cruciform circle 

representing a womb where rebirth takes place in 

Christ, through his death and resurrection.  It's 

location is appropriate: the sacrament of Baptism is 

the new Christian's point of entry into the Church.  

There are steps at front of pool.  Dept is about 4 ft.   
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The meaning of the numbers and letters over the door 

represent the year and the 3 wise men. BALTHAZAR, 

CASPAR, and MELCHIOR.  

 

When a person comes up out of the waters of Baptism, he 

would be looking at a symbol of the Holy Spirit in the 

Spirit’s Call Sculptured Glass doors & windows are made 

of etched glass rubbed with gold leaf. Any time you see 

rays emitting from a symbol, it is a call to holiness. 

 

 

Confessionals: 

 

On our right:  Atop the confessional is St. Joseph  

 

Sacred images on the face of confessionals represent 

the various cultures within the Beaumont Diocese.  St. 

Frances Xavier Cabrini- Italian American;  

Blessed Kateri Tekawitha- (Ka-teri Tek-a-with-a) 

American Indian;  

St. Andrew Dung-Lac- Vietnamese, Martyr.  

  

 

 

On our left: Atop this confessional is St Anthony of 

Padua 

On the face: 

St. Rose Philippine Duchesne  (Du-shon)-French; 

Blessed Juan Diego- Mexican Indian;   

Venerable Pierre Toussaint- African Haitian & American.  

 

 

 

OUR LADY OF MERCY ICONS 

 

Located in the confessionals. The original painting on 

which the icons are based is titled Our Lady of Ostra 

Brama and was painted in Vilnius, Lituby,  (Poland) by 

an unknown artist around 1630 on eight oak planks.  The 
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effigy was covered with silver and a golden face 

around 1671 and on July 2, 1927, it was crowned with a 

double crown by Pope Benedict XV.  The icons were 

blessed in 2007 on Palm Sunday by Pope Benedict XVI and 

brought to the Diocese by Father Rokosz, superior 

general of the Congregation of Marians from Rome. They 

were presented to Bishop Guillory on Good Friday 2007. 

 

Look straight up at ceiling.  The painting on ceiling 

was original, it was refurbished during renovation and 

new lighting installed.  

 

Moving down from top beginning on the right: 

 

Clerestory Windows (Cler-es'-tory) 

Round Windows at top of Nave 

 

These windows represent in addition to the Trinity & 

Purity, the four last things: (Death, Judgment, Heaven, 

Hell) and the Four Cardinal Virtues (Prudence, Justice, 

Temperance, & Fortitude) 

 

Clerestory Windows on Right side starting from 

Transept: 

 

(1) 3 Doves:  Blessed Trinity 

(2) Palms on water:  Purity  

(3) Hourglass and scythes:  Death 

(4) Lilies with sword:  Judgment 

(5) Cherubim:  Heaven 

 

Clerestory Windows Left side starting from Choir Loft 

 

(1) Serpent in Tree:  Prudence 

(2) Heart surrounded by snake & flames: Hell 

(3) Balanced Scales:  Justice 
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(4) Molten Metal over fired oven: Temperance 

(5) Shield with cross:  Fortitude 

 

The Triforium 

Triangles just below the Clerestory Windows  

 

Right side starting from Transept:  Five Figures 

represent the Five Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary. 

 

(1) Angel & Lily:  The Annunciation.  Angel-messenger, 

Lily-purity 

(2) The Handclasp:  The Visitation of Elizabeth 

(3) The Star:  The Birth of Our Lord in Bethlehem 

4) Two Pigeons:  Presentation in the Temple (Jewish law 

demanded that a mother present herself at the temple 

after the birth of a son or daughter to be purified.   

If she was rich, she had to present a lamb one year old 

for a burnt offering and a turtledove or young pigeon 

for a sin offering.  If they were poor, she could 

present instead two turtledoves or two pigeons. 

(5) Ten Commandments:  Finding of the Christ Child in 

the Temple. 

When Christ was lost at the age of twelve, His parents 

found Him in the temple teaching & astounding the 

Doctors of the Law.  The two tablets one is written 

Roman numerals * to III, and these are the first great 

Commandment (the love of God); on the other are written 

the Roman numeral from IV to X and these are the second 

great Commandment,(love of Ones neighbor.) Matt.22:37 
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Triforium: Left Side starting from the Transept 

 

Represent the Five glorious Mysteries of the Rosary 

(1) Butterfly: The resurrection, newness of life 

(2) Feet through a cloud: The ascension 

(3) Doves & Fiery Tongues: Decent of the Holy Ghost  

(4) Lilies: Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary into 

Heaven 

(5) The crown: The Coronation of Mary as Queen of 

Heaven 

 

Beatitudes are across the top in red border. 

 

 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heave. 

 Blessed are the meek: for they shall possess the 
land.  

 Blessed are they that morn: for they shall be 
comforted. 

 Blessed are they which hunger & thirst after 
righteousness sake: for they shall    be 

filled.  

 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain 
mercy 

 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see 
God.  

 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be 
called the children of God. 

 Blessed are they which are persecuted for 
righteousness sake: for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 

 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you and 
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil 
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against you falsely, for my sake: for great is 

your reward in heaven. 

 

Below the Beatitudes on the right side in the round 

circles are: 

 

The Eastern Fathers of the Church 

 

St. Basil the Great; 

St. John Chrysostom;  

St. Gregory of Naziazen;  (Naz-i-an-zen)  

St. Athanasius (Athan-isus) 

 

(Note:  Eastern churches include those of the Byzantine 

rite including Catholic Armenians, Chaldeans, Catholic 

Copts, and Ethiopians, Maronites, Catholic Syrians, and 

those of the Malabar rite.  They retain their own 

liturgies, cannon law, and customs by right, differing 

among them and from the Western Church but teach the 

same faith and morals and are obedient to the Holy See 

like the Western Church. Eastern Catholic groups in the 

U.S. are Armenians, Chaldeans, Italo-Greeks, Maronites, 

Romanians, Russians, Ruthenians, and Syrians.) 

 

Round circles on the left side are:  

 

Western Fathers of the Church: 

 

St. Gregory- Gregorian calendar, Chant  

St. Ambrose,  

St. Augustine  

St. Jerome 

 

The Stained Glass Windows in the nave and front of the 

cathedral were built in Munich, Germany.  They were 

installed in the Cathedral in 1937 under Monsignor 

Kelley's pastorate.  Adrian Cavelini of San Antonio, 

Texas refurbished them during our renovation and says 

they are priceless today. 
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They depict various scenes of the life of Christ as 

well as many saints. 

 

Between the windows on both sides are the Stations of 

the Cross  

 

 

Stations of the Cross 

 

Beginning with Jesus being condemned to death on the 

left front Station, going counter-clockwise, to the 

14th station where Jesus is laid in the tomb. The 

figures had been painted many times and were looking 

pretty rough. The decision to strip them revealed the 

figures are porcelain. What you see today are 

beautifully done and are rare. Note the expressions on 

the faces and the details so artfully painted.  

 

Explain walking the stations to non-Catholics. 

 

 

The Center Aisle Mosaics: The Seven Virtues 

 

After Baptism, the Christian begins his walk.  The Four 

cardinal virtues, prudence, justice, temperance, 

fortitude, and three natural virtues Humility, 

reverence, and Fear of God, that we are to develop.  

The Center Aisle Mosaics depict these.   

 

1.  Humility, Falling Bethlehem Star to Earth. As 

Christ humbled himself and became man he 

demonstrated to us the first human virtue. 

 

Sign of incarnation; 12 flames symbolize the 12 

apostles. 

Three other stars point North, South, and West.                
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2. Prudence-(Able to judge between actions with regard 

to appropriate actions at a given time.), Cross-with 

Olive Branches:  

 The five wounds acknowledge Jesus coming in the flesh.  

 The Greek letters are the ancient symbol for Jesus 

Christ Savior. 

 

3. Justice, Sword with Balancing Scales of  Justice. 

Sword of truth balances the scales of divine justice. 

The garland of broken chains announces that Justice 

liberates. 

The eight Stars of David proclaim Christ as son of 

David 

 

4.  Temperance, (practicing self-control, abstention, 

and moderation) Ship Central is an ancient bark-ship 

with a sail depicting Christ's cross--sailing steady on 

a course amidst waves of temptations.  Four waves 

beneath the bark represent the four evangelists 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, 7 John. 

   

5.  Fortitude, (Courage, forbearance, endurance, able 

to confront fear, uncertainty, or intimidation.) 

Adapted from the mosaic map of the walled city of 

Jerusalem, preserved in the Byzantine Church of St. 

George in Madaba, Jordan. A grape vine of garland 

symbolizes God's Vineyard, Israel,  

 

6.  Reverence, Incense Powerful flames and smoke rise 

like a prayer in an evening sacrifice  

 

7.  Fear of God Fountain of Life. (Also of the & Gifts 

of the spirit.) This mosaic is adapted from the mosaics 

of the 12th century Roman Basilica of San Clemente.   

The Spring of Salvation is depicted in the perfection 

of the four Rivers of Life emerging from and encircling 

the Tree of Paradise.  Crowning this mosaic is the Live 

Giving Spirit, who hovered over the waters in the first 

creation story. 
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There are Three more Mosaic Tiles representing: 

 

The Theological Virtues of Faith, Hope & Charity 

 

This first mosaic is in a special place in the church.  

There is a reason for that. 

 

Love:  Five Loves and two fish depicting the love of 

God. One loaf is missing: On this spot the Sacraments 

are celebrated.  On this spot, we take communion; on 

this spot a priest or deacon would receive their vows, 

on this spot, a married couple say their vows, or take 

their first steps as a married couple; on this spot a 

casket would lie in state.  We are the fifth loaf, the 

body of Christ both individually and collectively.  

  

Hope: Is in front of Chapel of Lady of Guadalupe 

symbolized by an anchor and chain.  

 

Faith: is in front of Chapel of Blessed Sacrament 

symbolized by triangle in a circle  

 

We are entering the Transept of the Church 

 

The Transept 

(Cross arms of the cross)  

 

Angels adorn the corners as we enter the Transept, they 

watch over the body of Christ.  

 

Adorning the four corners of the large arches BEFORE 

THE ALTER ARE THE FOUR MAJOR PROPHETS. 

ISIAH, JEREMIAH, EZEKIEL, DANIEL. 

AFTER THE ALTER ARE:  MATTHEW MARK LUKE & JOHN-

symbolized by the Eagle because in his writings & 

preaching he rises to the loftiest heights in dealing 

with the mind and divinity of Jesus. 
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From where you stand, look up at the Dome of Glory. 

 

Dome of Glory: Everything that looks like gold, is.  

Hanging from the center of the Dome is a dove, 

representing the Holy Spirit. It is a Copy of the 

famous dove that hangs in the Vatican by Bernini.  

Letters in Blue: “Glory to God in the highest and peace 

to his people on earth,” written in both Latin and 

Greek.  

 

 

 

 

Altar:  Most sacred place in the church. 

 

Bald Kino is the Covering over the altar. The dove 

representing the Holy Spirit, resides in the dome of 

the Bald Kino over the altar. Above the altar is a copy 

of a Bernini dove that hangs in the Vatican. 

 

Four brass candles are also copies of some in the 

Vatican. 

 

The Altar: The Relics 

 

Deposited beneath the altar are the relics of St. 

Anthony of Padua and St. Catherine Drexel.  As well as 

three nails from the original St. Louis Church.   The 

tradition of depositing relics in the altar dates back 

to the early church.  The early churches, such as St. 

Peter's in Rome, were built on top of the graves of 

martyrs.  The top of the tombs was considered altars.  

We believe that the martyrs went directly to heaven 

because they gave their lives for the faith.  When the 

early Christians began to build churches outside of 

Rome or away from the tombs of martyrs, the Vatican was 

asked for authenticated relics of the martyrs so they 

could be deposited into the altar of the new church.  

This symbolized the communion of the outlying churches 
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with the Church of Rome.  This practice has continued 

over the centuries to the present time.  A sacred relic 

is any part of the bodily remains of a saint or an item 

of the saint that was intimately connected with him or 

her.    

 

Of the relics placed inside the altar of St. Anthony 

Cathedral, one is an authenticated piece of bone of St. 

Anthony of Padua, who is the patron saint of the 

diocese.  The other relic is a piece of the religious 

habit of St. Catherine Drexel.  

 

{In the Catholic Church, we believe that there are many 

ways that Christ is present to us--the Word of God, 

prayer, sacred images, veneration of the saints, etc.  

However, He is present to us in the Eucharist under the 

appearances of bread and wine.  We do not adore the 

saints, because only God is adored and worshipped. We 

venerate (awe, respect, honor) the saints. The 

veneration of the saints and sacred images is not an 

end in itself, but rather a pathway to a deeper 

relationship with the Lord.  Relics, sacred images and 

stained glass windows and icons lead us to Christ. The 

saints intercede for us (join us in addressing our 

prayer to God), and are a sign of hope that one-day we 

will be with them in the full presence of the Lord.  In 

addition, by venerating them we try to understand their 

deep faith and imitate their faith in our actions.}   

 

 

 

 

St. Catherine Drexel: St. Catherine’s father was a 

Philadelphia banker. The family took a trip to the 

South and Western part of the United States, where 

Catherine, as a young woman, saw the plight and 

destitution of the native Indian-Americans and the 

southern blacks.  This experience aroused her desire to 

do something specific to help alleviate their 
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condition. When her Father died, she was 26 years old.  

He left her with an estate worth about twenty million 

dollars.  The first school she established was  

St. Catherine Indian School in Santa Fe, New Mexico in 

1887.  Later, when visiting Pope Leo XIII in Rome, to 

ask him for missionaries to staff some of the Indian 

Missions that she, as a lay person was financing, she 

was surprised to hear the Pope suggest that she become 

a religious herself. After consultation with her 

spiritual director, Bishop James O’Conner, she made the 

decision to give herself totally to God, along with her 

inheritance, through service to American Indians, and 

Afro-Americans.  On February 12, 1891, she professed 

her first vows as a religious, founding the Sisters of 

the Blessed Sacrament.  During her lifetime she opened, 

staffed and directly supported nearly 60 schools and 

missions throughout the South and West. In 1917 she 

established the Blessed Sacrament Parish Mission and 

School in Beaumont, which did not close until 1965 when 

Kelly High School opened, and the students transferred. 

She also opened missions in Port Arthur and Orange. Her 

crowning educational focus was the establishment in 

1925 of Xavier University in New Orleans, Louisiana, 

the only predominantly Black Catholic institution of 

higher learning in the United States. 

 

According to the archives and History of the 

Congregation of the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, 

while she was in Beaumont, the Blessed Sacrament Parish 

Mission was, for quiet an extended period of time, 

threatened by the Klu Klux Klan.  The pastor was 

threatened with flogging and tar and feathering, and 

the church with bombing.  The Sisters of the Mission as 

well as the Motherhouse in Philadelphia prayed into the 

night.  That night, on March 25th, a terrible storm 

occurred which destroyed two known meeting places of 

the KKK, as well as other buildings.  Two men were 

killed and 18 injured as a result of this storm.  The 

KKK ceased their threats on the priest and the parish.  
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The cessation was attributed to all the prayers that 

were said by the sisters. 

St. Clements’s Apse: 

 

Named after Pope St. Clement, third successor of Peter 

in the See of Rome. Saint Anthony Cathedral Basilica is 

modeled after the 12th century structure St. Clemente 

in Rome.  San Clemente is actually built on top of a 

6th century church, built on top of a 1st century 

church. The Mural is a replica of the Holy rood of St. 

Clemente. 

 

Bishops chair.   "Cathedra" means chair.   Shepherd's 

Staff- shepherd of the "flock╙ Presbytery sits in the 

seats behind the Bishop during certain ceremonies. 

 

 

COAT OF ARMS OF BISHOP CURTIS J. GUILLORY 

 

Golden hill- plays on the city of Beaumont, which means 

"beautiful hill". Yellow vase- signifying an oil vial, 

sacramental oil as well as the vast reserves of oil 

that constitute the basis for the region's best-know 

industry. 

White star between two white roses- Star taken from the 

flag & seal of the state of Texas, the roses taken from 

the arms of the Arch-Diocese of Galveston-Houston, from 

which this diocese was erected in 1966.  

 

Sprig of cotton- Bishop's family were cotton 

sharecroppers in La. & in his early life the Bishop 

worked in those cotton fields. The Cotton plant is a 

strong plant is also emblematic here of the Bishops 

mother Theresa, because of her strength, in giving 

birth to 16 children & providing her family with 

strength & warmth. 

 

Acacia tree- A tree that grows in the African desert 

and survives the harshest of conditions, because of its 
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deep rooted nests, represents the Bishop's deep roots 

of his African culture and also represents his father 

Wilfred, who was able to rear his family, in the most 

severe of conditions, to be deeply rooted in the family 

and in the Faith.  

 

Global Meridians is the logo of the Society of the 

Divine Word, the Bishop's religious community  

 

Motto-"diligentibus deum omnia cooperantur"-shortened 

version of Rom: 8-28, which says, "For those who love 

god all things work together for good." 

 

Seats behind the Bishops’ Chair 

 

These seats are for the Presbytery who gather every 

year during Holy week to renew their vows as well at 

other special events. 

 

 

Behind the presbytery on back wall is the 11 Apostles 

plus Mary and Jesus. The figures between the Apostles 

are date palm trees, representing purity. [Judas 

Iscariot did not make this wall of fame.] 

 

The lambs above the apostles, Leaving Bethlehem on the 

left (the beginning) and Jerusalem on the right, (the 

end) represent the martyrs of the church with Christ at 

the center.  Each lamb is slashed in the side except 

for Christ who is pierced in the heart. 

 

The Latin words in red border: “This is my house.  My 

house is a house of prayer for all people.” 

 

The foliage is the mustard tree representing the living 

church, with its roots in the garden of paradise, fed 

by the four rivers of life and its fruit, the Cross of 

Christ.  
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The tree is depicted as a vine, because Christ is our 

vine.   Details include 12 doves inside the cross 

representing the disciples.  Mary and St John the 

Evangelist is at the foot of the cross. Further up, we 

notice the hand of God reaching down toward man and the 

triangle with the three circles representing the 

trinity & faith. 

 

Above the arched doors on either side: are symbols of 

the Alpha and the Omega the beginning and the end.  

Below Alpha (the beginning) is the Papal Symbol. 

Below Omega (the end) is the symbol of Diocese of 

Beaumont. 

 

In the right arch is a statue of Mary, the Mother of 

Eternal Life, as she holds the crucified Christ. Relic 

of St. Peregrine (cancer Saint) 

 

In the left arch is a statue of Mary,the Mother of 

Life, as she holds the child Christ.  Both of these 

areas are used for prayer as well as areas for 

confessionals when we have a reconciliation service and 

there are several priests hearing confessions at the 

same time.  

 

As we leave this area, we see the Ambo from which the 

word of God is read, spoken, or sung.  All other 

announcements are done from the podium. 

 

 

The Bell 

 

The Cathedral Bell, cast in Padua, Italy is housed 

within a beautiful hand-carved gold gilded wooden 

Italian stanchion that is decorated with the papal keys 

and Triple Crown, common symbols of our Holy Father and 

his authority.  Also decorating this bell stanchion are 

3 lilies that symbolize St. Anthony's purity, the 

Gospel Book and flame symbolizing the eloquent 
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preaching of St. Anthony. Four wheat stalks symbolize 

the charity of St. Anthony who fed the poor.  The bell 

originally had a practical function during the Middle 

Ages and Renaissance of alerting the people of Rome to 

the approach of Our Holy Father during papal 

processions. 

 

 

Stained glass windows in the transept were made in 

France. 

 

On left side are the Joyful Mysteries:  

Top round window is the annunciation.  

From right to left:  Mary greeting Martha; The Nativity 

of our Lord; Christ being presented for purification in 

the temple with Anna and Simeon; Christ in the temple 

talking with the Pharisees when he was 12 yrs. old   

 

Chapel of Our Lady of Guadalupe: 

 

Virtue of Hope Mosaic is on the floor in front of the 

chapel. 

The words over the entrance to this chapel are “Ora Pro 

Nobis” which means “Pray for us”. This reminds us that 

as Catholics we do not worship Mary but rather venerate  

her, or hold her in high esteem.  We worship only God. 

  

 

 

Angels on either side were moved from the back wall of 

the apse and placed in this chapel and the Chapel of 

the Blessed Sacrament.  

  

Our Lady of Guadalupe Portrait is a replica of the 

original painting that hangs in the Basilica of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe in northern Mexico City. 
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Story of Juan Diego 

 

Saint Juan Diego:  At dawn on December 9, 1531, on 

Tepeyac Hill near Mexico City, Our Blessed Lady 

appeared to Juan Diego, an Aztec Indian.  While on his 

way to attend mass he heard sounds of chirping birds 

and beautiful music.  Then he heard a voice calling 

him.  There she revealed herself to him as the Ever 

Virgin Mother of the True God, ╙ and made known her 
desire that a Shrine be built there to bear witness to 

her love, her compassion, and her protection.   She 

sent him to Bishop Juan de Zumarraga in Mexico City to 

request her great desire.  The Bishop dismissed the 

humble Indian without paying attention to his story Two 

more times Our Lady appeared to Juan, requesting him to 

deliver the same favor.  He did as she asked and 

finally Bishop asked for a sign.  So, Juan reported 

this to her and she promised to grant a sign the 

following morning.  On December 12, while on his way to 

bring a priest to his dying uncle, Our Lady appeared to 

him for the fourth time.  She assured him of his uncle’s 

recovery and told him to gather fresh roses, which he 

would find growing on the frosty summit of the rocky 

and barren hill.  This done, she arranged the Castilian 

roses in his tilma and hurried him to the Bishop, 

giving him an account of their origin.   To the Bishop’s 

amazement, when Juan opened up his tilma before him 

there was painted upon it a miraculous beautiful image 

of Our Lady exactly as she had appeared on Mount 

Tepeyac.  The Bishop prostrated himself in veneration 

and soon began the building of the Shrine to Our 

Blessed Mother, under the title of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe.  Juan Diego’s cloak, marvelously preserved, 

can still be seen behind the main altar in the new 

Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe, which is near the 

original basilica site.   
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Behind the screen is a Relic of Sister Mary Faustian-

the apostle of the Divine Mercy. Author of the Divine 

Mercy Chaplet 

 

Helen Kowalska was born on August 25, 1905 in Poland.  

From the age of seven, she experienced the definite 

call of God to the religious life. At the age of 16 she 

made known to her parents her desire to enter the 

convent.  They flatly refused.  After that she turned 

herself over to the vain things of life, paying no 

attention to the call of grace.  However God grace won 

out in her soul. Following directions she heard in a 

vision, she left her home and went to Warsaw with 

nothing but the clothes on her back. She was finally 

accepted into the Congregation of the Sisters of Our 

Lady of Mercy.  Falling ill, shortly after her 

initiate, she suffered greatly both physically and 

spiritually.   Spending her life in direct communion 

with the Lord, and writing a diary of her conversations 

as well as her sufferings, she experiences the 

spiritual dark night of the soul, which lasts almost to 

the end of the Novitiate.   Those years were filled 

extraordinary gifts such as:  revelations, visions, 

hidden stigmata, the gift of bilocation, the reading of 

human souls, the gift of prophecy, or the rare gift of 

mystical engagement and marriage. Through her, the Lord 

communicates to the world the message of God's mercy 

and reveals the pattern of Christian perfection based 

on trust in God and on the attitude of mercy toward 

one’s neighbors. She died at the age of 33 of 

tuberculosis. After the investigative process in the 

years  

1965-1967 the Beatification Process was initiated in 

Rome. On April 18, 1993 Pope John Paul II raised her to 

the glory of the altars. 
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Relic of St. Therese of the Child Jesus:  The Little 

Flower:  Born in Lisieux, France entered the Carmelite 

convent at the age of 15.  She lived a hidden life of 

prayer.   She was gifted with great intimacy with God.  

Through sickness and darkness, she remained faithful.  

She died on Sept 30, 1897, at the age of 24. Her motto 

was what matters in life is "not great deeds, but great 

love." She said, “My mission- to make God loved- will 

begin after my death,” She said," I will spend my 
heaven doing well on earth.   I will let fall a shower 

of roses." Countless lives have been touched by her 

intercession, and millions have imitated her "little 

way." 

 

Also behind the screen on the right side is a 

Zucchetto, Pope John Paul’s hat given to Bishop Guillory 

during the Lenten season in 2004.  He signed it before 

giving it to Father John. 

 

Move to Chapel of Blessed Sacrament 

 

 

The Umbrella 

 

The Umbrella is half-opened and is constructed of red 

and golden Belgium silk damask.  The shields of Pope 

Benedict XVI, Bishop Curtis Guillory, the Diocese of 

Beaumont, the Cathedral Basilica of St Anthony and the 

Papal Crest are embroidered on the flaps.  Umbrellas 

fully opened were once used during Papal Processions 

through the streets of Rome to protect the Pope from 

the sun’s rays.  Today the umbrella stands half-opened 

as a symbol of a basilica’s special bond to the Papacy. 

Umbrellas stand 

half-opened in basilicas throughout the world as a way 

of symbolically anticipating the arrival of the Pope at 

his “home away from home,” a basilica. 
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St. Anthony Windows 

 

Anthony was born Fernando de Bouillon on August 15, 

1195 in Lisbon Portugal.  His parents were of ancient 

lineage and noble birth, directly related to Godfrey de 

Bouillon, who led the first Crusade and was the first 

Frankish King Of Jerusalem.  His parents occupied a 

sumptuous palace close the cathedral of Lisbon. “At the 

age of ten, beautiful in form and features, with an 

inner spiritual beauty that gave his face an almost 

angelic expression, possessed of a sweet and gladsome 

nature, a quick intelligence and a lively imagination, 

he had already shown a preference for the secluded 

paths of a religious life.“ At the age of 15, he 

entered the Monastery of St. Vincent, a house of the 

Canons Regular of St. Augustine. But due to constant 

interruptions from his friends, however well-meant, 

they were a distraction he could not endure.  After two 

years he transferred to the Abbey of Santa Cruz, nearly 

a hundred miles from Lisbon.  Being the Motherhouse of 

the Augustinians, it was the centre and the source of 

all the noblest traditions of the tribe, and the 

inspiration of the clergy. It was a far-famed seat of 

learning, and Fernando thrived.  Not far from the 

Monastery of Santa Cruz stood the Franciscan Abbey of 

the Olives. Fernando became friends with some of the 

friars there.  He was beginning to feel a personal 

interest in them when the five friars who were 

afterward martyred in Morocco sought the hospitality of 

Santa Cruz, where he soon grew to know them intimately.  

The martyrdom of the friars, the transportation of 

their relics to a shrine prepared for them at Santa 

Cruz, the knowledge he had gained of the origin and 

development of the Franciscan Order, inspired Fernando 

with a longing to become himself a follower of St. 

Francis. Fernando becomes Anthony. 

 

 He was a contemporary of and is one of the most famous 

disciples of St. Francis of Assisi who was founded the 
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Franciscan Order. Seeking to be a martyr or a recluse, 

God was to call upon Anthony to preach. He was a 

brilliant communicator of the Incarnate Word.   In his 

sermons, Anthony emphasized the mystery of the 

Incarnation. He is most often portrayed holding the 

Christ child as well as lilies.  According to one 

version of the Legend, a Count Tiso had a castle about 

11 miles from Padua, Italy.  On the grounds of the 

castle, the count had provided a chapel and a hermitage 

for the Franciscan friars.  One night when Anthony was 

at the castle praying, Count Tiso witnessed a great 

light coming from his room.  When he went to see what 

was the cause of the light he witnessed Anthony having 

his vision of the Christ Child.  He fell to his knees 

at this wondrous sight.  When the vision ended, Anthony 

saw the Count kneeling and begged him not to reveal 

what he had seen until after his death. He preached to 

as many as 30,000 people at one time. He spent his last 

days in a huge walnut tree about 8 miles outside of 

Padua on the property of Count Tiso.  His companions 

were trying to get him to Padua before he died, but had 

to stop at the Convent of the Poor Clare’s near the 

gates of the city where he said his last confession, 

received Extreme Unction.  There he died.  In 1946, 

Pope Pius XII officially declared Anthony a Doctor of 

the Universal Church.  Clearly, Anthony had taught 

Scripture with great power and effectiveness.  The 

image of St. Anthony holding the divine infant is a 

symbol and model for each of us to go through life 

clinging to the wonderful mystery of the humble, self-

emptying Christ, who accompanies us as a servant of our 

humanity and the world's healing.  The lily is a symbol 

of purity, innocence, and integrity.   Most famous as 

the Patron Saint of seekers of lost articles but is 

also the Patron against shipwrecks, against starvation, 

for amputees, horses, poor people and travelers, 

bareness, and pregnant women, to name a few.  His Feast 

Day is celebrated on June 13   
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Top Circle window:  St. Anthony having his vision of 

the Christ Child 

 

From right to left:   

 

 

(1) St. Anthony raising a man from the dead.   

 

(2) Anthony went to Rimini to convert the Manicheans 

who believed in 2 creators, one good, & one evil.  When 

the people there refused to listen to him he went down 

to the sea and commanded the fish, ╙ Fish of the sea & 

rivers!   Hear the Word of God since the perfidious 

heretics refuse to listen to it!"  He was immediately 

obeyed.  He preached to them; and the crowd began to 

increase.   Finally, Anthony commanded the fish to 

praise God for his favors to them. This fish began to 

praise God, some by making noise, others by opening 

their mouths, others by bowing their head.  The crowd, 

seeing this strange incident, fell on their knees & 

begged Anthony to preach to them.   He did-eloquently, 

and the result was the conversion of every Manichean 

present.  

 

(3), Preaching to all classes of people.  He had the 

gift of tongues.  When he preached, those listening to 

him could understand him regardless of what language 

they spoke. He preached in Italian and French but had 

never studied the languages. The outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit was upon him wherever he went and he was known 

as a wonder worker.  

   

(4) St. Anthony's bread, Ministering to the poor. 

 

Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament:  

 

Miserere Nobis- “Have mercy on us.” 
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This chapel is the Depository for the Blessed Host. 

The Host is reposed in the gold canister under the dome 

 

 The chandelier candle is lit at all times as long as 

there is blessed Host present. 

 

The gates came from the railing that separated the 

priest from the congregation, the old communion rail. 

Alter is the old alter that was at the back of the 

apse, cut down and repainted.  

Mosaic of Virtue of Faith is in front of this chapel. 

Triangle/circles represent the trinity and faith.  

 

Angels on either side were removed from back wall of 

apse, repainted and reinstalled here during renovation. 

 

 

Mural of Christ on back wall is the Divine Mercy Christ 

with the rays of blood and water issuing from his 

heart.  His hand signal is saying, "Peace be with you”. 

Explain Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 

“Eternal Father, we offer you the body and the blood, 

soul and divinity, of your dearly beloved son, our Lord 

Jesus Christ in atonement for our sins and those of the 

whole world. For the sake of His sorrowful suffering, 

have mercy on us and on the whole world. Repeat 10 

times. 

 

The needle pointed kneeling cushions were made by the 

ladies of our diocese.  Each one represents one of the 

disciples.   

Wall above side doors:  On the left, 

 

Shells representing St James of Compostella, patron of 

Spain, which represents the first influence of 

Catholicism on what, is now southeast Texas with the 

Spanish exploration. The Spanish were the first 

settlers here.  
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Legend has it that St.James traveled and taught 

extensively on the Iberian Peninsula.  After his 

martyrdom by the sword of Herrod Agrippa I his remains 

were taken back to Spain and buried.  Forgotten until 

813, they were discovered and a Church was built over 

the remains.  The Church at Compostela has been a 

destination for pilgrimages since the Middle Ages. 

Pilgrims could not get to Jerusalem because of the 

Crusades so they went to Spain.  When they reached 

Compostela, which is near the coast, they would pick up 

a shell and attach it to their garment as proof they 

had made the pilgrimage and to encourage other pilgrims 

on their way.  Thus the Shell is a symbol of a Pilgrim 

to this day. Walking the Camino De Santiago or The Way 

of St. James is a popular pilgrimage today as well. 

Must walk the final 100 km to obtain your Compostela 

document. 

 

Stained Glass window over door is St. Paul holding his 

books. 

 

The Chapel of the Cross is in hallway to right of 

Chapel of the Sacrament. Small iron cross in case on 

left was cut from the ruins of the Twin Towers in New 

York City after the 911 disasters on Sep. 11, 2001. A 

fireman presented it to Bishop Curtis Guillory from New 

York.  

 

The cross on the right side is The Cross of the 

Americas given to the Bishops of the United States in 

1992 to commemorate the arrival of Christianity on the 

American Continent 500 years before in 1492. 

 

Saints and Sainthood  

 

In the early days of Christianity, cults developed 

around certain holy individuals, which grew until the 

person was acclaimed a saint.  Practically all martyrs 

in early Christianity were considered saints, though 
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public official honor required the authorization of 

the local bishop.   Many o f the claims of these early 

saints have been investigated officially by the Church 

in modern times and their cults have been approved or 

sanctioned; in other such cases the claim has been 

disallowed.  The modern process of beautification and 

canonization includes intensive investigation into the 

life, holiness, activities, writings, and miracles of 

the person proposed for canonization, extending over 

years, decades, even centuries before the infallible 

papal declaration is made during the elaborate 

canonization ritual in St. Peters’ in Rome when the Pope 

declares that a person who died a martyr and/or 

practiced Christian virtue to a heroic degree is in 

heaven and worthy of honor and imitation by the 

faithful.  

 

St. Frances Xavier Cabrini: Born in 1890, the youngest 

of 13 children.   Orphaned at age 18 decided to follow 

a religious life. In 1875 she founded Missionary 

Sisters of Sacred Heart of Jesus, dedicated to the 

education of girls.  In 1889 she put aside dreams of 

traveling to China to go to the Americas where Italian 

immigrants were flocking. During the next 27 years the 

congregation spread all over the U.S.  In 1892 it 

opened its first hospital, Columbus, in New York.  She 

became an American Citizen in 1990.  By the time of her 

death in 1917, there were more than 50 hospitals, 

schools, orphanages and convents  & other foundations 

in existence. 

 

In 1946, Pope Pius XII canonized her, the first 

American citizen to be so honored. Pope Pius named her 

Patroness of Immigrants in 1950. 

 

 

 

 

 


